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Journal  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 


Hmong  form  alliance  with  So.  Baptists 


CHIANG  RAI,  Thailand  (BP) 
—  In  a  dramatic  new  twist  for 
partnership  missions,  a  Southern 
Baptist  ethnic  fellowship  is  forg¬ 
ing  a  partnership  with  Southern 
Baptist  missionaries  overseas. 

The  alliance  between  the 
Hmong  Baptist  Fellowship  and 
the  International  Mission  Board 
(IMB)  could  be  very  good  news 
for  the  Hmong  of  Southeast  Asia. 

Though  largely  unreached 
with  the  good  news  of  salvation 
in  Jesus  Christ,  the  Hmong  are 
responsive.  Reports  of  whole 
villages  turning  to  Christ  are 
filtering  out  of  tne  region. 

A  six-member  team  traveled 
to  northern  Thailand's  Nan 
province  in  February  to  explore 
the  possibilities  for  Hmong  vol- 
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the  possibilities  for 
unteers  from  the  U.S.  helping 
with  witness  and  ministry  pro¬ 
jects  in  Hmong  villages  scat¬ 
tered  throughout  the  moun¬ 
tainous  region. 

Hmong  Baptist  Fellowship 
leaders  Tong  Vang  and  Xeng 
Xiong,  their  spouses,  and  Bod 
McEachem,  an  associate  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  IMB's  Volunteers  in 
Missions  program,  met  John 
Gibson,  a  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionary  physician  who  leads  a 
team  of  missionaries  focused  on  were 
taking  the  gospel  to  the  Hmong. 

Gibson  has  led  several 
mobile  medical  clinics  to 
remote  Hmong  villages  and  is 
working  on  a  plan  to  establish  a 
permanent  medical  outreach 
based  in  northern  Thailand 

As  the 


LEARNING  TO  READ  —  May  Ye  Xiong  of  Eastonton,  Ga.,  taught  literacy  classes  when  a  Southern 
Baptist  team  traveled  to  northern  Thailand  in  February  to  explore  ministry  possibilities  for  Hmong  volun¬ 
teers  from  the  United  States.  While  Xiong  and  her  husband  were  in  Chiang  Rai  province  near  the  borders 
with  Laos  and  Myanmar,  several  Hmong  made  professions  of  faith  and  seven  were  baptized.  (BP  photo) 


These  men  had  heard  we  That  Hmong  translation  of 
coming  and  rode  a  bus  10  the  Bible  is  proof  the  Hmong 
hours  to  meet  us.  If  we  hadn't  Baptist  Fellowship  is  dedicated 
been  running  an  hour  late  in  to  reaching  Hmong  for  Christ, 
leaving,  they  would  have  missed 
us  entirely/  he  said.  "They  rode 
with  us  up  to  Nan,  and  we 

learned  for  the  first  time  of  their  them,  so  they  translated  it 
work  among  the  Hmong.  themselves,"  he  said.  "The  year 

to  "Before  they  left,  Tong  Vang  before  that  they  translated  and 
leave  their  Tiotel  for  the  five-  and  Xeng  Xiong  were  able  to  printed  a  Hmong  hymnal." 
hour  drive  into  Nan  province,  give  them  copies  of  the  Bible  in  Although  die  Hmong  Baptist 
three  men  —  leaders  of  the  tne  Hmong  language.  These  men  Fellowship  is  a  voluntary  assod- 
largest  Hmong  congregation  in  were  very  moved.  It  was  die  first  ation  with  no  budget,  Vang  said 
Thailand  —  ran  up  to  stop  time  any  of  them  had  seen  the  the  group  can  contribute  Bibles, 
them,  McEachem  said.  Bible  in  their  own  language."  hymnals,  and  other  materials 


can  help  interpret  for  evangelis¬ 
tic  projects  and  help  train 
Hmong  Christian  leaders. 
w  More  than  anything  else, 

McEachem  said.  though,  Vang  wants  to  see 

"They  weren't  able  to  find  Hmong  missionaries  at  work 
anyone  to  do  the  translation  for  among  their  own  people. 

"There  are  many,  many 
Hmong  there  who  need  God, 
who  nave  never  heard  the 
want  to  know  God," 


gospel  and 
he  said. 

It  felt  great  to  see  them,  but  it 
doesn't  feel  so  good  to  be  so  for 
away  and  to  not  be  able  to  do 
mucn  to  help  them. 

"They  are  just  waiting  for  us." 


What's  in  the 
Record 


In  a  31-29  vote,  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  executive  committee 
tabled  a  motion  by  committee  member  Paul  Pressler  of  Houston,  Tex.  to 
force  Baptist  Press  news  service  to  respond  to  a  litany  of  criticisms. 
Committee  member  Frank  Ingram  of  Nashville  made  the  motion  to  table. 


Breakfast  will  be  served  from  the  new  disaster  relief  van,  being  com¬ 
pleted  by  Baptist  Men,  at  the  Brotherhood  leadership  training  retreat  at 
Gulfshore  Assembly  in  Pass  Christian.  The  van,  operated  by  a  team  of 
trained  volunteers,  will  be  used  during  disasters  around  the  state. 


First  Church,  Shelby,  designated  June  27  as  "Mrs.  E.  W.  Smith  Day."  Smith 
recently  presented  a  Wurlitzer  organ  complete  with  chimes  —  the  largest 
single  gift  ever  made  to  the  church,  according  to  pastor  Jewett  J.  Burson. 


sions  38 


to  run  a  convention? 


In  a  frighteningly  close  vote,  mes¬ 
sengers  rejected  the  amendment  by 
a  margin  of  1,071-1,005  —  66  votes. 

That  means  that  of  the  15  mil¬ 
lion  Southern  Baptists  around  the 
world,  of  the  8,000  or  so  who  actu¬ 
ally  attended  the  convention  this 
year,  a  total  of  1,005  people  in  the 
nail  at  the  time  nearly  voted  to 
turn  Southern  Baptist  polity 
upside  down  in  directing  an 
autonomous  church  body  to  con¬ 
sider  action  against  a  member. 

That's  also  less  than  2,100  total 
messengers  out  of  more  than  8,000 
who  registered.  If  you're  at  all  curi¬ 
ous,  you  might  ask  the  messengers 
sent  to  represent  your  church  where 
world  they  were  while  that  particular  ses- 
to  sion  was  ongoing. 

Put  aside  for  a  moment  the 
issue  at  hand  —  homosexuality, 
against  which  Southern  Baptist 
have  spoken  rightly  and  loudly. 
Put  aside  for  a  moment  the  fact 
that  many  Southern  Baptists 
understandably  see  such  orders  by 
a  fellow  Southern  Baptist  as  moral- 
iaptist  ly  and  spiritually  wrong, 
at  this  Just  consider  the  implications  of 
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Editor's 

Notebook 


■M.  buttons  sp>eak  to  the  sentiments  of  a 
group  on  issues  of  concern.  Like  initiative 
and  referendum  processes  in  government, 
resolutions  afford  the  "little  man"  an 
opportunity  to  have  his  voice  heard. 

So  it  is  in  Southern  Baptist  life. 

Resolutions  presented  each  year  at  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention,  at  state  con¬ 
ventions  around  the  country,  at  association- 
al  annual  meetings,  and  at  the  church  level 
are  one  of  the  ways  we  indicate  to  others 
exactly  who  we  are  and  for  what  we  stand. 

I  The  opportunity  —  privilege, 
actually  —  to  present  resolutions  to 
the  bodies  of  messengers  who  gather 
each  year  for  these  crucial  meetings 
is  not  to  be  taken  lightly.  A  lost 
will  always  be  watching  intently 
determine  if  our  words  and  actions 
match  those  of  the  Savior  we  profess. 

There  may  be  much  more 
involved  in  the  process,  but  we 
must  not  forget  that  to  a  lost  world, 
it's  that  simple. 

It  is  with  that  admonition  that 
we  consider  the  resolutions  process 
•  in  the  modern  Southern 
Convention,  specifically 
year's  annual  meeting  in  Salt  Lake 
City.  Did  we  do  a  good  job  of 
reflecting  the  Savior?  _ 

One  resolution  called  upon  Congress^o 
nullify  President  Clinton's  May  28  order  pny 
hibiting  discrimination  in  the  federal  civilian 
work  force  based  on  sexual  orientation. 

So  far,  so  good.  Southern  Baptists  have 
expressed  strong  moral  reservations  about  only  attempt  to  abuse '  the  resolution 
the  homosexual  lifestyle,  based  on  Scripture,  process.  It  seems  more  than  a  few  people 
Then  an  amendment  was  proposed  that  view  the  resolution  process  as  a  way  to 
called  on  Clinton's  home  church,  Immanuel  govern  not  only  the  Southern  Baptist 
Church  in  Little  Rock,  to  "prayerfully  con-  Convention  but  local  churches  as  well, 
sider  disciplinary  action"  against  Clinton  if  Resolutions  that  express  the  sentiments 
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many  of  our  laws 
and  regulations  are 
intended  to  encour¬ 
age  the  morality 
that  Christianity 
encourages. 

There  is  no  conflict 
in  being  a  citizen  in 

O  God's  kingdom  and  a 

ur  God  is  a  God  of  government  and  good  citizen  in  one's  civil  life.  In  fact,  a 
of  politics.  He  is  in  control,  not  only  Christian  citizen  in  God's  kingdom  will 
of  the  heavens,  and  not  only  of  the  body  of  often  be  found  as  a  leading  citizen  in  his  or 
Christ,  the  church,  but  God  is  also  in  control  her  community. 

of  this  earth  and  the  politics  of  the  earth.  What  is  good  for  God  is  good  for  the 

In  recent  years  we  saw  the  crumbling  of  community  and  good  for  the  nation,  and 
Communist  Russia,  not  by  the  might  of  what  is  bad  in  God's  sight  is  invariably  bad 
men,  not  by  the  sharpened  sword  or  the  for  our  neighbors  and  for  our  nation, 
threat  of  terror,  but  we  saw  Communist  Too  often  Christians  cloak  themselves  in 
Russia  and  the  entire  Eastern  European  Christianity  and  avoid  paying«ttention  to 
Communist  world  come  apart  because  their  citizenship  duties  and  responsibilities 
God  willed  it.  in  the  sectarian  world.  This  simply  makes 

World  rulers,  national  leaders  and  local  more  room  for  men  and  women  who 
officials  perform  under  the  sufferance  of  would  do  evil. 

God.  God  always  has  the  power  over  There  is  nothing  in  God's  Holy  Word 
nations  and  men.  that  should  cause  us  to  be  inactive  or 

God  does  not  ignore  nations  or  govern-  uncaring  as  citizens  of  our  country, 
merits  or  politics.  The  Christian  should  not.  Nor  is  there  anything  in  our  citizenship 
either.  s-  duties  and  responsibilities  that  would 

There  is  no  conflict  in  being  a  citizen  of  require  us  or  cause  us  to  be  less  than  God 
the  United  States  and  a  citizen  in  God's  requires  us  to  be. 

kingdom.  There  simply  is  nothing  in  being  So  in  this  time  of  celebration  of  citizen- 
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Executive  committee  meets,  prays  for  new  leader 
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By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 


God's  will  for  my  life,  mixed 
with  common 

sense,  causes  BBt  WS 


The 

Mississii 


T  a  new  as  a  committee  that  God's  choice 
Convention  for  this  position  will  be  revealed 
B)  executive  direc-  both  to  us  and  to  the  nominee, 
tor-treasurer  to  replace  the  "Our  desire  is  to  know 
retiring  Bill  Causey  moved  for-  God's  will,  and  in  carrying  out 
ward  when  the  MBCB  execu-  that  desire  we  ask  that  every 
tive  committee  met  June  23  to  Mississippi  Baptist  pray  for  the 
pray  over  recommendations  executive  committee  mem- 
that  have  been  submitted,  bers,"  he 
according  to  committee  chair-  explained. 
man  Robert  Upchurch.  Upchurch B-4*,  r  - 

The  Tupelo  attorney  report-  coula  not  give  ■*?  * 

ed  that  about  40  letters  or  rec-  a  time  when  HJL^  fT* frill 
ommendation  were  received  by  Causey's  re-  r'Jg 

the  June  4  deadline.  Each  per-  placement  He 
son  who  was  recommended  might  be  H|L  ‘  ’  * '  jH 
received  a  letter  requesting  that  named.  BOB!*, 

the  person  pray  about  the  rec-  Causey 
ommendation  and  submit  a  told  the  exec- 
resume  if  the  Lord  so  led.  utive  com-  Upchurch 

Upchurch  said  about  15  peo-  mittee  during  ^ 

pie  replied  to  the  committee's  an  April  20  meeting  that  he 
letter  and  submitted  resumes.  planned  to  retire  at  the  end  of 
"The  materials  submitted  by  September  of  this  year.  , 


■  The  Greenville  native  pas- 
tored  Parkway  Church,  Jackson, 
for  26  years  before  accepting  the 
top  MBCB  post.  Prior  to  that,  he 
pastored  Hopewell  Church  in 
r  Harrodsburg,  Ky.,  while  a  stu- 

c_ausey  dent  at  Southern  Seminary  in 
Louisville,  Ky.;  served  as  assis- 
i  end  of  tant  pastor  of  Parkway  Church, 
Causey  Jackson;  and  pastored  Poplar 
e  gave  Springs  Drive  Church  in 
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Suit  filed  over  WCC  grant  controversy 

Braidfoot  states  in  f 

approved,  he  was  provided  a  copy  of  the  application 
discovered  "...no  less  than  25  misrepresentations  rei 


Braidfoot  states  in  the  lawsuit  that  after  the  grant  was 

ii”  "  tin  which  he 

-  - - - than  25  misrepresentations  regarding  cer- 

committees  alleged  to  exist...  including  the  representation 
that  the  Plaintiff  (Braidfoot)  had  been  a  member  of  a  committee 
which  had  made  certain  recommendations  included  in  the  grant 
application,  whereas  the  Plaintiff  had  been  a  member  of  no  such 
committee  and  had  authorized  no  such  use  of  his  name..." 
Braidfoot  claims  in  the  lawsuit 
in  that  when  Edwards  and  others 
did  not  provide  a  response  to  his 
requests  for  an  explanation,  he 
took  his  concerns  to  certain  WCC 
trustees  in  positions  of  authority 
less  on  the  board,  and  the  board  even- 

1  a  "sham  inves¬ 
tigation,  controlled  by  the 
Defendant,  Edwards,...  which 
. .  .  was  erroneous,  incomplete,  and 

along  with  Edwards  and  consultant  Barbara  Jones  of  Senatobia,  to  misleading,  and  which  was  wil¬ 
fully  (sic)  calculated  to  conceal 
wrongdoing  of  the  Grant 
Application..." 

Braidfoot  contends  in  the  law- 


A  former  employee  of  William  Carey  College  (WCC)  is  suing  tain 
the  Baptist-affiliated  school  in  Hattiesburg,  alleging  his  termina¬ 
tion  was  connected  to  concerns  he  raisedabout  false  statements 
on  an  application  for  a  federal  grant. 

Larry  Braidfoot,  former  vice-president  for  academic  affairs  and 
provost  at  WCC,  filed  suit  —  formally  titled  "Complaint,  Jury 
Trial  Requested"  —  on  May  14  in  Forrest  County  Circuit  Court  * 

Hattiesburg.  The  suit  asks  for  $250,000  in  compensatory  damages, 

$500,000  in  punitive  damages,  unspecified  economic  damages, 
attorney  fees,  and  interest. 

The  filine,  which  presents  only  one  side  of  a  legal  argument, 
claims  Braidfoot  was  fired  because  he  questioned  the  trui 

of  statements  made  on  an  application  signed  by  WCC  Chancellor  tually  authorized 
James  W.  Edwards  for  a  federal  Department  of  Education  (DOE)  tigation. 

Title  III  Strengthening  Institutions  grant.  Defendant, 

The  school  was  approved  for  the  grant  in  1994  but  was  forced, 

4 

repay  $345,666  after  U.S.  Attorney  Brad  Pigott  of  Jackson  deter¬ 
mined  in  October  1997  that  false  statements  had  indeed  been 
made  on  the  grant  application. 

Among  the  findings  of  the  two-year  DOE  investigation  that 
was  released  by  Pigott:  suit  that  the  "sham  investigation 

♦  There  was  no  annual  assessment  and  development  of  WCC  was  then  used  to  break  hi: 

academic  programs  by  a  long-range  planning  committee,  as  employment  contract  with  th< 
attested  in  the  grant  application.  school,  resulting  in  his  firing  oi 

♦  There  was  no  management  and  student  information  task  May  19, 1995. 

force  composed  of  specific  members,  as  attested  in  the  grant  He  states  in  the  lawsuit  tha 
application.  his  termination  was  in  retaliatioi 

♦  There  was  no  faculty  development  committee  with  named  for  reporting  "clear  violation  o 

members,  as  attested  in  the  grant  application.  board  policy  and  of  federal  lav 

"The  government's  investigation  revealed  that  all  such  repre-  and  because  the  Plaintiff  had  no 
sentations  were  false,  in  that  no  such  committees  or  task  forces  in  given  his  after-the-fact  assent  t< 
fact  existed,"  Pigott  reported.  _  tne  false  and  unauthorized  use  o 

Edwards  was  placed  on  temporary  leave  of  absence  on  Sept.  29,  his  name  in  the  Gran 
1997,  by  the  WCC  board  of  trustees,  and  he  resigned  the  following  Application..." 

Oct.  6  from  his  dual  positions  of  chancellor  and  chief  executive  A  telephone  number  providec 
officer.  by  directory  assistance  for  « 

The  lawsuit  states  Edwards,  who  had  led  WCC  since  1989,  now  James  Edwards  in  Plano,  Texas 
resides  in  Plano,  Texas,  but  it  does  not  list  his  occupation.  went  unanswered  up  to  publica 


Pittman 


Adult 


Due  to  U.S.  Postal  Service  regulations  limiting  publication  of 
The  Baptist  Record  to  50  issues  per  year,  there  will  be  no  issue  on 
Thursday,  July  2.  Publication  will  resume  on  July  9.  News  items  to 
appear  in  the  July  9  issue  must  be  received  by  July  2.  Churches 
which  use  the  "special  page"  feature  must  ensure  those  items 
arrive  at  Cain  Lithographers  no  later  than  noon  on  July  7. 


June  25, 1998 
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Resolutions  addressed  by  SBC  messengers 


SALT  LAKE  CITY  (Special)  — 
Messengers  to  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  (SBC)  in  Salt  Lake  City  June  9- 
11  had  the  opportunity  to  vote  on  a  num¬ 
ber  of  far-ranging  resolutions. 


RESOLVING  —  Clark 
Stewart  (right),  pastor  of 
Harmony  Church,  Crystal 
Springs,  and  member  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
Resolutions  Committee,  listens 
as  fellow  committee  member 
Eunice  Smith  of  Alabama  pre¬ 
sents  a  portion  of  the  commit¬ 
tee's  report  to  messengers  at 
the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  annual  meeting 
June  9-11  in  Salt  Lake  City. 
(Photo  by  Carl  M.  White) 


They  acted  first  by  quickly  approving  a 
statement  on  the  true  Christian  gospel, 
which  describes  the  Bible  as  "the  complete, 
trustworthy,  and  inerrant  written  record  of 
God's  revelation  of  himself  to  man." 


Messengers  also  took  dead  aim  on  the 
need  for  moral  character  in  public  officials. 

After  the  proposed  resolution  was  pre¬ 
sented,  Wiley  Drake  of  California  moved 
that  it  be  amended  to  include  President  Bill 
Clinton's  name  as  one  about  whom  serious 
allegations  of  moral  and  legal  misconduct 
continue  to  be  made.  "I  think  we  ought  to 
be  strong  salt,"  he  said. 

Resolutions  Committee  chairman 
Michael  Whitehead  agreed  the  world  needs 
all  the  salt  and  light  it  can  get  but  said  there 
is  no  need  for  Southern  Baptists  to  be  per¬ 
sonal  when  it  is  not  necessary'. 

Without  further  discussion,  messengers 
rejected  Drake's  amendment  and  approved 
the  resolution  with  little  opposition. 

Messengers  approved  without  discussion 
a  resolution  opposing  women  in  combat. 

Messengers  gave  easy  approval  to  a  reso¬ 
lution  on  public  funding  of  anti-Christian 
bigotry'  —  again  without  discussion. 

Messengers  OK'd  a  statement  on 
strengthening  the  marriage  covenant,  after 
some  discussion. 

On  another  front,  messengers  approved 
a  statement  directed  at  the  president's 
recent  executive  order  prohibiting  discrim¬ 
ination  on  the  basis  of  sexual  orientation  in 
the  federal  workplace. 

Wiley  Drake  of  California  sought  to 
amend  the  resolution  to  include  an  addi¬ 
tional  statement  —  "that  if  President 


Clinton  will  not  rescind  his  order  that  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  urge  his 
home  church  to  prayerfully  consider  disci¬ 
plinary  action  based  upon  the  holy  Word  of 
God  and  upon  the  church's  possible  viola¬ 
tion  of  Article  Three  of  the  convention's 
Constitution,  which  says,  'Among  churches 
not  in  cooperation  with  the  convention  are 
churches  which  act  to  affirm,  approve  or 
endorse  homosexual  behavior.'" 

A  Resolutions  Committee  spokesman 
opposed  the  amendment,  saying  it  should 
be  left  to  the  SBC  Credentials  Committee  to 
enforce  that  clause  of  the  Constitution. 

The  show  -of-ballots  vote  on  the  amend¬ 
ment  was  too  close  to  call.  Thus,  messen¬ 
gers  were  forced  to  take  a  ballot  vote,  in 
which  the  amendment  was  defeated  1,071 
(51.6%)  to  1,005  (48.4%). 

Messengers  then  strongly  approved  the 
proposed  resolution. 

Overall,  convention  messengers  submit¬ 
ted  27  statements  to  the  Resolutions 
Committee.  Of  those,  only  nine  were 
reported  out  or  combined  into  joint  resolu¬ 
tions.  Resolutions  not  reported  by  the  com¬ 
mittee  included  statements  on  world  evan¬ 
gelism  public  education,  abortion,  a  nation¬ 
al  parents'  day,  starting  Christian  schools  in 
churches,  television  morality,  renaming 
Easter  as  the  Festival  of  Resurrection,  moral 
breakdown,  and  support  of  God's  covenant 
with  the  nation  of  Israel. 


'98  SBC  motions  approved;  referred  for  action 


SALT  LAKE  CITY  (Special) — 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
(SBC)  messengers  approved  a 
plan  during  their  annual  meet¬ 
ing  in  Salt  Lake  City,  June  9-11,  to 
use  resources  of  the  16  million- 
member  denomination  to  help 
America  step-up  its  efforts  in  the 
30-year  war  on  drug  abuse. 

The  motion  was  the  only  one 
considered  by  messengers.  The 
SBC's  Committee  on  Order  of 
.Business  sent  22  other  motions 
to  convention  entities  for  fur¬ 
ther  action  and  outgoing  SBC 
President  Tom  Elliff,  on  advice 
of  the  Committee  on  Order  of 


Mississippians  at  SBC 


Business,  ruled  five  others  out 
of  order. 

The  Committee  on  Order  of 
Business  referred  five  other 
motions  to  the  Executive 
Committee: 

•  amend  Article  I  of  the 
Baptist  Faith  and  Message  to 
strengthen  language  affirming 
the  truthfulness  of  the  Bible. 

•  allow  floor  votes  on  reso¬ 
lutions  brought  by  messengers 
to  the  annual  meeting  that  are 
not  affirmed  by  the  Resolutions 
Committee. 

•  adjust  the  six  SBC  seminar¬ 
ies'  funding  to  reflect  enroll¬ 
ment  of  all  students,  including 
those  enrolled  at  off-campus 
teaching  centers. 

•  direct  all  SBC  entities  to 
discontinue  using  Internet 
providers  that  offer  ready 
access  to  pornographic  wen 
sites. 

•  subsidize  child  care  during 
SBC  annual  meetings. 

Four  motions  were  referred 
to  the  North  American  Mission 
Board  (NAMB): 

•  develop  and  distribute 
materials  to  all  SBC  churches 


12  students  attend  Christian 
schools. 

Two  other  motions  were 
referred  to  single  SBC  agencies: 

•  ERLC  —  Develop  a  plan  to 
assist  churches  to  assist  cnurch- 
es  in  conflict  with  their  local 
governments  over  restrictions 
on  how  their  land  and  facilities 
are  used. 

•  Annuity  Board  —  Hold  at 
regular  intervals  of  time  an 
open  enrollment  to  its  health 
insurance  group  plan  to  all 
annuitants  who  wish  to  enroll 
regardless  of  any  pre-existent 
medical  conditions. 

Three  motions  were  referred 
to  more  than  one  SBC  agency: 

•  NAMB  and  International 
Mission  Board  —  Allow'  upon 
"individual  qualifications"  those 
people  who  are  divorced  to  serve 
as  full-time  SBC  missionaries. 

•  Executive  Committee  and 
Annuity  Board  —  Encourage 
SBC  churches  to  receive  a  love 
offering  on  Annuity  Board 
Sunday  (fourth  Sunday  in  June) 
to  support  the  "Adopt-an- 
Annuitant"  program. 

•  Executive  Committee  and 


san  efforts  of  U.S.  congressmen 
urging  Clinton  not  to  use  diplo¬ 
matic  pressure  to  encourage  the 
Israeli  government  in  its  pur¬ 
suit  of  peace  to  yield  its  sover¬ 
eignty  over  lana  it  deems  vital 
to  its  national  security. 

•  Support  and  pray  for 
Judge  Roy  Moore,  a  "fellow 
Southern  Baptist"  who  has 
been  criticized  for  holding 
prayer  and  displaying  the  Ten 
Commandments  in  his 
Gadsden,  Ala.  courtroom. 

•  Commend  Paige  Patterson 
for  his  leadership  in  returning 
the  SBC  to  theological  conser¬ 
vatism. 

•  Direct  NAMB  to  add 
under  its  supportive  operations 
a  request  that  the  Executive 
Committee  ask  its  attorney  to 
offer  legal  services  to  churches 
and  missions  in  legal  conflict 
with  local  governments  over 
land  use. 


Kiely  Young  (left),  pastor  of  First  Church,  Gulfport,  visits  with 
Sandra  Gunn  and  her  husband  Frank,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Biloxi,  during  a  break  at  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  in  Salt 
Lake  City.  (Photo  by  Carl  M.  White) 


teaching  how  to  witness  effec-  NAMB  —  Study  the  feasibility 
tively  to  persons  living  a  homo-  of  using  television  broadcasts 
sexual  lifestyle.  "on  a  regular  basis"  to  invite 

•  provide  participants  of  people  to  attend  Southern 
future  conventions  with  a  list  of  Baptist  churches. 

local  churches,  phone  numbers,  The  five  motions  ruled  out 
and  contact  persons  to  give  to  of  order  included: 
residents  Who  accept  Christ  •  Directed  newly  elected 
during  the  annual  meeting.  SBC  president  Paige  Patterson 

•  produce  a  video  and  CD  to  write  President  Bill  Clinton 
on  the  fundamentals  of  the  in  support  of  a  strong  national 
Baptist  faith  for  missionaries  in  defense. 

new  work  areas,  such  as  the  •  Request  SBC  President 
inner  cities  and  rural  areas.  Paige  Patterson  to  send  letters 

•  establish  a  scholarship-  to  Bill  Clinton  and  Israeli  Prim,', 

funding  organization  to  receive 
and  disburse  funds  to  helo  K- 


to  Bill  Clinton  and  Israeli  Prime 
Minister  Beniamin  Netanyahu 
supporting  the  recent  biparti- 


Top  10  states 
at  SBC  meet 

SALT  LAKE  CITY  (BP) 

—  The! 

top  ten  states  in  messenger! 
totals  for  the  1998  Southern! 

Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  annu-l 

al  meeting  June  9-11 
Lake  City  were: 

in  Salt 

1 .  Georgia 

800 

North  Carolina 

800 

3.  Tennessee 

725 

4.  Oklahoma 

700 

5.  Texas 

580 

6.  Alabama 

540 

7.  Mississippi 

500 

8.  South  Carolina 

450 

9.  Florida 

400 

Kentucky 

400 

i— -  - 1 

The  Baptist  Record- 


■  June  25, 1998 


says  God  cleansed  SBC  of  'parasites 

TT’X  /  /o  .  *  ,  _ 


SALT  LAKE  CITY  (Special)  —  Tom  Elliff 
challenged  Southern  Baptists  to  strive  for 
personal  holiness  and  practice  a  passionate 
commitment  to  evangelism  in  his  final 
address  as  president  of  the  Southern  Baptist 


"Others  only  dream  about  that  kind  of 
support,"  Elliff  said  to  applause. 

In  another  example,  Elliff  called 
Southern  Baptists'  six  theological  seminar¬ 
ies  "the  envy  of  other  denominations." 

Over  the  years,  however,  the  schools 
have  been  battered  by  "storms  of  mod¬ 
ernism  and  post-modernism,  lulled  into 
the  doldrums  of  Neo-orthodoxy,  and 
pulled  by  the  rip  tides  of  Universalism,"  he 
said. 

"But  within  the  hold  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  ship  there  arose  a  rumbling  of  dis¬ 
content"  that  some  ignored  ana  others 
scoffed  at,  Elliff  continued. 

"What  some  labeled  a  'mutinous 
takeover'  by  a  few  malcontents.  Southern 
Baptists  as  a  whole  saw  as  a  God-ordained 
take-back  so  that  the  course  would  once 
again  be  established  on  the  inerrant  and 
infallible  Word  of  the  living  God,"  Elliff 
declared. 

a  nod  to  a  proposal  to  amend  the 


Jesus  Christ 


cuuitss  as,  presiaent  or  tne  boutnem  trap 
Convention  (SBC)  June  9  in  Salt  Lake  City. 

Elliff  also  said  Southern  Baptists  have 
God  to  thank  for  ridding  their  convention  of 
"parasites,"  an  apparent  reference  to  organi¬ 
zations  of  moderate  Southern  Baptists  who 
have  lost  influence  in  the  15-million  mem¬ 
ber  denomination  during  the  two-decade 
resurgence  of  conservative  leadership. 

Elliff,  pastor  of  First  Southern  Baptist 
Church  in  Del  City,  Okla.,  likened  the 
nation's  largest  evangelical  denomina¬ 
tion  to  a  "ship  of  Zion  that  is  subject  to 
forces  which  would  either  drive  it  or 
draw  it  off  course. 

"The  blowing  winds  of  cultural  change 
...  currents  of  popular  humanistic  thought, 
theological  tides  that  come  in  and  draw  us 
out  ...  all  are  relentlessly  working  against 
the  course  God  has  established  for  us," 

Elliff  asserted  during  theTTpening  session 
of  the  1998  SBC  meeting. 

Elliff  used  the  imagery  of  barnacles  on  a 
ship's  hull  to  warn  tnat  "parasites"  occa¬ 
sionally  need  to  be  removed  from  the  SBC. 

He  said  these  growths,  which  attach  quently  raising  up  among 
themselves  to  the  understructure  of  vessels,  which  have  called  us  to 
are  unable  to  stand  the  scrutiny  of  light  and  Southern  Baptists  began  to 
with  no  power  of  their  own  they  move  soundly  Christ-centered,  Won 
tlyough  tne  water  at  the  expense  of  the  ship,  sions-focused,  Spirit-empowe 
hindering  its  speed  and  maneuverability.  "It  is  God  wno  has  put  in 

He  said  Southern  Baptists  owe  much  to  the  vast  majority  of  Southei 
men  who  stood  "flat-footed  and  iron-backed  heed  those  voices,"  Elliff  dec! 
and  broad-shouldered  and  spoke  with  such  Citing  examples  from  Soi 
prophetic  force  that  the  very  hull  of  the  ship  history,  Elliff  said  the  conven 
would  reverberate  with  their  thunder.  come  "popular  tides  blowing 

"That  thunder  shook  off  the  barnacles  of  rocks  of  ineffectiveness"  by  fi 
parasitic  unions,  conferences,  and  fellow-  ter  way"  to  do  things, 
ships,  no  matter  how  Baptist  or  One  such  example  invoh 
Cooperative  they  seemed  to  be,"  Elliff  said,  from  a  societal  approach  to  c 
in  an  apparent  reference  to  the  Cooperative  sions  support  system  km 
Baptist  Fellowship  and  other  moderate  Cooperative  Program. 

Baptist  groups.  Elliff  described  the  Cooper; 

We  need  to  pray  for  more  of  that  prophet-  as  a  "wonderful  but  often  abi 

i  _  j _ i ; it_*_ _ « •  //i  i  *i  1  i  t  »  •  i  .i  i 


‘deques ts  tfxeJionor 
of  Jour  Presence  L 
in  heaven!  1 


You  Can  Respond  Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer 

with  God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 

(I  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal  death. 

(I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relationship  with  him. 

(1  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him,  to 
them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 

children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name  (John  1:12). 

//  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


FAREWELL  ADDRESS  —  Tom  Elliff,  outgo¬ 
ing  president  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  (SBC)  and  pastor  of  First  Southern 
Baptist  Church,  Del  City,  Okla.,  delivers  the 
president's  address  during  the  opening  ses¬ 
sion  of  the  SBC.  (BP  photo  by  Kent  Harville) 


Giving ; 

Baptist  Faith  and  Message  statement  by 
adding  a  section  on  the  family,  Elliff  noted 
that  Southern  Baptists  "have  repeatedly 
refused  to  be  intimidated  by  any  entity 
which  espouses  a  lifestyle  contrary  to" 
scripture. 

"We  refuse  to  be  muzzled  by  a  misinter¬ 
pretation  of  the  First  Amendment  when 
the  nation  needs  to  hear  the  voice  of  God 
again,"  he  affirmed. 

Elliff  also  listed  three  steps  involving 
personal  holiness  that  he  said  are  needed 
for  Southern  Baptists  "to  become  not  less 
but  more  effective"  in  the  future. 

"Holiness  seems  to  be  the  forgotten  pur¬ 
suit  of  this  generation,"  Elliff  said. 

"In  many  churches,  bath  water,  bathtub, 
and  the  baby  in  the  manger  have  been 
thrown  out  the  window  in  an  attempt  to  be 
culturally  sensitive." 

Urging  Baptists  to  emphasize  the  beauty 
of  holiness,  Elliff  praised  current  efforts  "to 
encourage  pastors  and  staff  members  who 
have  been  brought  low  by  thoughtless  and 
uncaring"  congregations. 

"does  not  give  us  any  "But  what  about  the  pain  and  inter- 
e  when  we  near  it"  but  minable  suffering  of  congregations  who 
Cooperative  Program  have  watched  leaders  in  the  throes  of  per- 
5tists'  "means  of  estab-  sonal  immorality?"  he  asked, 
come  the  two  greatest  "How  weakened  is  the  Body  of  Christ 
ncies  among  evangeli-  by  the  secret  malignancy  of  secret  sin  in 
ory  of  Christendom."  pulpit  and  pew?" 


Merritt  predicts  SBC  battle  'will  never  be  over 


SALT  LAKE  CITY  (Special)  —  In  the 
shadow  of  Mormonism's  main  temple,  the 
chairman  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  (SBC)  executive  committee 
urged  Southern  Baptists  to  maintain  their 
stand  against  theological  liberalism  and 
criticized  Mormon  doctrine  as  "counterfeit 
Christianity." 

The  past  20  years  have  been  Southern 
Baptists'  "finest  hour,"  said  James  G. 


al  convention  sermon  quarters  of  the  Church  of  Jesus 
dnesday  morning  ses-  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints 
City.  Merritt  praised  (LDS)  to  blast  Mormons  as 
r  turning  their  aenom-  doctrinally  separate  from 
ogically.  orthodox  Christianity. 

i*ht,  a  war  was  waged.  He  commended  tneir  evan- 
jt  we  took  our  stand,"  gelistic  devotion  which  has  pro¬ 
duced  60,000  missionaries,  but 
t  the  two  decade  "bat-  declared  their  message  "false." 
lr  denomination"  will  In  a  clear  attack  against  the 
never  be  over.  "There  Book  of  Mormon,  a  19th  cen- 
may  be  a  cease-fire,  tury  writing  LDS  churches 
but...  we  can  never  let  hold  as  an  additional  revela- 
our  guard  down."  tion  from  God  written  on  gold 
Merritt,  pastor  of  tablets  and  translated  by  LDS 
First  Church  in  founder  Joseph  Smith,  Merritt 
Snellville,  Ga.,  argued  that  God's  revelation 

warned  against  ended  with  the  Bible. 

"stealth  liberals  who  "When  revelation  ended, 

fly  in  under  spiritual  so  did  inspiration.  The  Bible  is 
radar"  to  .steal  col-  the  only  word  we  have  from 
leges,  seminaries,  God,  and  it  is  the  only  word 
churches,  and  the  we  need  from  God.... 
denomination.  Therefore,  we  don't  need 

Merritt  used  the  Joseph  Smith,  Mary  Baker 
setting,  just  two  Eddy,  Ellen  White,  golden 
blocks  from  head-  tablets,  dreams,  and  visions." 


Exec.  comm,  re-elects  Merritt 


SALT  LAKE  CITY  (BP)  —  During  an  organizational  meeting 
June  10,  members  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  executive 
committee  re-elected  two  officers  by  acclamation. 

James  Merritt,  senior  pastor  of  First  Church,  Snellville,  Ga., 
was  chosen  to  serve  a  second  one-year  term  as  chairman,  as  was 
vice  chairman  Rex  Terry,  an  attorney  and  member  of  First 
Church,  Fort  Smith,  Ark. 

Forrest  Lowry  m,  senior  pastor  of  Spring  Church,  Spring, 
Texas,  was  elected  without  opposition  as  recording  secretary.  He 


Texas,  was  elected  without  opposition  as  recording  secretary.  — 
succeeds  Joe  Reynolds  of  Texas  who  rotated  off  the  Executive 
Committee.  The  next  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  will 
be  Sept.  21-22  in  Nashville,  Tenn. 


Merritt 
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Names  in  the  News 


Revival  Dates 


Baptist  College  News 


WMU  news 


Church  Leadership  Training 
Conference  will  be  held  July 
27-30  at  Camp  Garaywa.  Times 
include  Mon.-Thurs.,  10  a.m.-2 
p.m.;  and  Mon.,  Tues.,  and 
Thurs.,  6:30-9  p.m.  A  weekend 
conference  will  be  offered  on 
Aug.  14-15  featuring  guest 
speaker  Wanda  Lee,  national 
WMU  president.  At  each  of 
these  training  events  associa- 
tional  training  and  material  will 
be  available  for  associational 
WMU  leaders.  Free  material 
from  the  state  office  and 
WMU/5BC  will  be  available. 

The  Mother/Daughter 
Overnight  scheduled  for  July  1 0- 


Main  Street  Church,  Mendenhall,  recently  held  a  Deacon 
Ordination  Service.  Deacons  (from  left)  are  Wade  Hays,  Robert  O'Neal, 
Lewis  Hayman,  and  Robert  Mangum.  Dewitt  Mitchell  is  pastor. 


Sardis  Church,  Smith  County  licensed  Frank  Smith  to  the 

music  ministry  on  May  3,  1998.  Smith  has  led  the  music  at  Sardis 
for  the  past  four  years.  Pictured  from  the  left,  Frank  Smith  and 
Blain  Mclain,  pastor. 


Edgar  Glover,  pastor  emeri¬ 
tus  or  Maple  Avenue  Church, 
Smackover,  Ark.,  was  recently 
presented  a  plaque  by  the 
church  recognizing  the  50th 
anniversary  of  his  ordination 
into  the  ministry.  He  was 
ordained  Feb.  1,  1948,  by  First 
Church,  Poplarville,  when 
Judson  Chastain  was  pastor. 
Glover  pastored  Mesa  Church, 
Tylertown,  and  Harperville 
Church,  Harperville,  before 
moving  to  Arkansas.  He  is  a 
graduate  of  Mississippi  College 
('49)  and  New  Orleans 


Seminary  ('52), 


Senior  adults  of  First 
Church,  Kosciusko,  participat¬ 
ed  in  a  special  worship  service 
and  were  honored  with  a  lun¬ 
cheon.  Pictured  (from  left)  are 
Dot  Craft,  LLL  president;  Gwin 
Middleton  and  Kelly 
Middleton,  senior  adults  cho¬ 
sen  for  the  year;  and  Mark 
Parnell,  associate  pastor. 


Two  members  of  Main  Street  Church,  Mendenhall,  received  ten 
year  perfect  attendance  pins.  Pictured  (from  center)  are  Patty 
Amason  and  Dewey  Little,  deacon.  Dewitt  Mitchell  (left)  is  pastor. 


c4  Special  Inaitatuwi 

You  are  invited  to  join  Mississippi  rWMl£  members  and 
Mississippi  ‘Baptists  as  we  donor 


Homecomings 


William  Carey  College  of  Education  approved  the 
(WCC)  and  the  Area  William  Carey  College  Master 
Development  Partnership's  of  Education  (Mild /Moderate 
Small  Business  Council  will  Disabilities)  program  and  the 

? resent  a  seminar,  "Growing  Master  of  Arts  in  Teaching 
our  Business  on  the  Internet,  program  at  the  elementary 
June  30,  11:30-1  p.m.,  at  the  4th  through  8th  grade  and 
Jackie  Dole  Sherrill  Community  secondary  7th  through  12th 
Center.  Bob  Ellis,  associate  pro-  grade  levels.  Programs  will  be 
fessor  of  business  at  WCC,  will  offered  on  both  the 
instruct  the  seminar.  Admission  Hattiesburg  and  Gulfport 
is  free.  For  more  information  campuses.  For  more  informa- 
call  (601)  296-7508  or  582-6193.  tion  contact  the  education 

department  at  (601)  582-6139 
Mississippi  Department  or  1-800-962-5991,  ext.  139. 


Hebron  (Grenada):  June  28; 
90th  anniversary;  10:45  a.m.; 
lunch  and  afternoon  activities; 
J.  B.  Costilow,  speaker;  Jimmy 
Hood,  music  director. 

Paynes,  Charleston:  July  12; 
Sunday  School,  high  atten¬ 
dance,  9:45  a.m.;  worship,  11 
a.m.;  noon  meal  in  family  life 
center;  B.  Gray  Allison,  presi¬ 
dent  emeritus  and  founder  of 
Mid-America  Seminary, 
preaching;  Harlin  Fox,  music; 
David  Thomas,  pastor. 

Midway,  Newton:  July  26; 
1 20th  anniversary;  worship, 
1 0:30  a.m.;  covered  dish  luncn, 
11 :30  a.m.;  historical  service,  1- 
2:30  p.m.;  open  house  at  pasto- 
rium,  2:30  p.m.;  Mike  Smith, 
message;  Joe  Vance,  music; 
Wayne  Miley,  pastor. 


Church  Buses 

*  We  buy  used  buses 

•  Guaranteed  buy-back  program 

Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc, 
Brentwood,  Tenn. 

1-(800)-370-6180 

1-(615)-376-2287 

www.carpentertxjs.com 

Since  1953 


WMU  (Book  of  Letters),  PO  Box  530,  Ja 

Please  make  your  reservations  for  lui 
by  calling  the  WMU  office:  1-800 
Deadline  for  reservations  is  Moi 


New  and  Used  Buses  in  stock 
Available  in  12  to  43  passenger 


June  25, 1998 
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of  military  personnel. 

First  Church, 

Picayune,  will  host  The  Old  Rice  Road  Church,  Madison,  held  ground  breaking  ceremonies  at 
Martins  in  concert  on  the  site  of  its  future  sanctuary  and  education  building  on  Old  Rice  Road. 
Saturday,  July  25,  at  7  Pictured  is  the  building  committee  (from  left)  Jane  Downard;  Cheryl 
p.m.  For  cost  of  tickets  Brummett;  Fred  Tarpley,  founding  pastor;  P.  C.  Garrett;  Danny  Plunkett; 
and  for  more  informa-  and  Robert  Still.  This  is  the  31st  church  started  by  Tarpley,  who  officially 
tion,  call  1-800-294-4396.  retired  in  December  1997. 


Becker  Church,  Becker,  held  a  ground  breaking  ceremony  May 
31  for  its  new  family  life  center.  The  ceremony  consisted  of  the 
singing  of  hymns,  reading  responsively  Psalm  24  and  a  brief  state¬ 
ment  of  purpose  by  building  committee  chairman  Donnie  Moffett. 
Building  committee  members  who  participated  in  the  ceremony 
were  (from  left)  Lisa  Tubb;  Faye  Carlisle;  Mary  Dorris,  minister  of 
education  and  music;  Moffett;  and  Morris  Perry.  (Not  pictured  are 
Bill  Carlisle  and  Charles  Holcomb.  Fred  Jenkins  is  pastor. 


Fairfield  Church,  Moselle, 
will  celebrate  its  100th  anniver¬ 
sary  on  July  12  at  10  a.m.  Noon 
meal  will  be  served  in  fellow¬ 
ship  hall.  Guest  speaker  will  be 
Sonny  Adkins,  director. 
Evangelism  Department, 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board.  Reggie  and  Ladye  Love 
Smith  will  be  in  concert  at  1:30 
p.m.  Ricky  Trull  is  pastor. 


First  Church,  Magee,  is 
planning  a  Centennial 
Anniversary  Celebration  on 
Aue.  16.  Lunch  will  be  served 
at  the  church  with  a  morning 
and  afternoon  service.  For 
more  information,  contact  the 
church  office  at  First  Baptist 
Church,  P.  O.  Box  266,  Magee, 
MS  39111;  or  call  (601) 
849-3304. 


Staff  Changes 


€\iU/°y  FAITH  Sunday  School 


FAITH 


% 


Evangelism  Strategy 
1998-99  Training  Clinics 


The  FAITH  Sunday  School  Evanglism  Strategy  is  a 
cooperative  evangelistic  venture  of  the  North  American 
Mission  Board  and  The  Sunday  School  Board. 

For  more  information  on  locations  and  times, 
please  call  the  Church  Progam  Training  Center 
of  The  Sunday  School  Board:  1-800-254-2022 


Mississippi 

OCTOBER  12-16, 1998 

Trinity  Baptist  Church 
Southaven,  MS 


Georgia 

OCTOBER  12-16, 1998 

Rehoboth  Bapt  -  Church 
Tucker,  GA 

JANUARY,  1999 

First  Baptist  Church 
SneUvilfe,  GA 

Tennessee 

AUGUST  24-28, 1998 

Central  Baptist  Church 
Hixon,  TN 

SEPTEMBER  14-18, 1998 

Clearview  Baptist  Church 
Franklin,  TN 

SEPTEMBER  21-25, 1998 

Wallace  Memorial  Baptist  Church 
Knoxville,  TN 


Louisiana 

OCTOBER  5-9, 1998 

Broadmoor  Baptist  Church 
Shreveport,  LA 

JANUARY  18-22, 1998 

New  Orleans  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary 
New  Orleans,  LA 


South  Carolina 

JANUARY  18-22, 1999 

North  Spartanburg 
First  Baptist  Church 
Spartanburg,  SC 

Alabama  - 

AUG.  24-28  and  NOV.  2-6, 1998 

Vaughn  Forest  Baptist  Church 
Montgomery,  AL 

OCTOBER  5-9, 1998 

Lakeview  Baptist  Church 
Auburn,  AL 

Florida 

SEPT  14-18, 1998 

Olive  Baptist  Church 
Pensacola,  FL 

SEPT  14-18, 1998 

First  Baptist  Church 
Merritt  Island,  FL 

SEPT  28  -  Oct  3, 1998 

Idlewild  Baptist  Church 
Tampa,  FL 

NOV  2-6, 1998 

First  Baptist  Church 
Daytona  Beach,  FL 

Texas 

AUGUST  10-14, 1998 

Calvary  Ba^jhst  Church 


Beaumont, 

AUGUST  24-28, 1998 

Metropolitan  Baptist  Church 
Houston,  TX 


Bayou  View  Church, 
Gulfport,  has  called  Michael 
Gilreath  as  minister  of  music. 
He  is  a  native  of  Clay  County, 
and  a  graduate  of  Mississippi 
State  University.  He  previously 
served  as  music  director  at  the 
U.S.  Naval  Home  Chapel, 
Gulfport. 

Blain  Mdain  has  accepted 
the  call  as  pastor  of  New  Zion 
Church,  Lawrence  County, 
effective  June  21.  Mdain  pas- 
tored  Sardis  Church,  Smith 
County,  for  the  past  two  years. 

Unity  Church,  Moselle,  has 
called  Douglas  Moore  as  pas¬ 
tor.  He  began  his  ministry 
effective  April  8.  His  previous 
place  of  service  was  Park 
Haven  Church,  Laurel.  Moore 
is  a  graduate  of  Tennessee 
Temple  University  in 
Chattanooga. 

First  Church,  West  Point, 
has  called 
Lee  Gordon 

as  minister  of 
music  effec¬ 
tive  May  26. 

A  native  of 
Laurel, 

Gordon  is  a 
raduate  of 
e  1  m  o  n  t 
University, 

Nashville, 

Tenn.,  and 
New  Orleans  Seminary.  He  pre- 


Gordon 


viously  served  at  First  Church, 
Houston.  Gary  Richardson  is 
pastor. 

First  Church,  Natchez,  has 
called  Dan  Wayne  Robertson 

as  pastor 
effective 
March  29. 

Robertson 
succeeds 
Odean  W. 

Puckett  who 
retired  after  a 
24-year  pas- 
t  o  r  a  t  e  . 

Churches 
Robertson 
previously 

Pastored  were  West  Heights, 
ontotoc;  Parkview,  Greenville; 
Anchor,  Water  Valley;  and  New 
Hope,  Starkville. 

Harmony  Church,  Crystal 
Springs,  has  called  Dan  Glenn 
as  associate  pastor  and  minister 
of  youth.  A  native  of  Clinton, 
Glenn  received  his  education  at 
Mississipi  State  University.  He 
previously  served  at  Libe: 
Church,  Liberty. 


ti 


Robertson 


rty 


Eddie  Bates  has  resigned  as 

gastor  of  Shiloh  Church, 
ontae,  to  accept  a  call  to  First 
Church,  Reform,  Ala.,  effective 
June  1.  A  native  of  Jayess,  Bates 
received  his  education  at 
William  Carey  College,  Liberty 
University,  and  New  Orleans 
Seminary. 


r^T &o<ldajHl 


Gospel  Music  Ministries 

3120  Plantation  Circle 
Tupelo,  MS  38801 

(601)842-4217  days 

_  (601)680-3360  nights,  weekends,  or  leave  message 

Please  call  &  request  my  radio  single  "Tell  It  Out." 
on  Capitol  Compilation  Disc,  from  my  new  project  "A  New  Beginning" 
Ministers  of  Music  -  write  for  free  demo  on  your  church  letterhead! 
For  booking  &  product  info.,  call  or  write  the  address  above. 

“ Answering  the  Call  to  a  Southern  Gospel  Solo  Ministry ” 


Church  music 
dept,  schedules 
conferences 

Town  and  Country  Church 
Music  Conferences,  designed 
for  music  leadership  in  smaller 
membership  churches:  bivoca- 
tional/volunteer  ministers  of 
music,  choir  members,  and 
keyboard  personnel,  will  be 
held  during  July  and  August. 
The  guest  clinician  will  be 
Elmo  Mercer.  Time  for  all  con¬ 
ferences  will  begin  each  night 
at  6:30  p.m.  Places  and  dates 
are  as  follows: 

♦  Riverside  Church,  Clarks- 
dale,  July  23-24,  Thursday- 
noon,  Friday; 

♦  Clear  Creek  Church, 
Oxford,  July  24-25,  Friday- 
noon,  Saturday; 

♦  Bissell  Church,  Tupelo, 
July  30-31,  Thursday-noon, 
Friday; 

♦  Becker  Church,  Becker, 
July  31 -Aug.  1,  Friday-noon, 
Saturday; 

♦  Glendale  Church,  Leland, 
Aug.  6-7,  Thursday-noon, 
Friday;  and 

♦  Enon  Church,  Grenada, 
Friday-noon,  Saturday. 

Call  the  Churcn  Music 
Department  for  more  informa¬ 
tion  or  registration  forms  at  1- 
800-748-1651  or  in  Jackson  at 
968-3800  or  register  at  the 
door  at  6  p.m. 


BUDGET  PRINTERS 


All  types  of  Baptist  printing 
under  one  roof. 

❖  l  etterheads  ❖  Brochures 
❖  Business  Cards  ❖  Newsletters 
and  more  at  wholesale  prices! 

Gall  today  for  more  information.. 
V  (601)355-5029  V 
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IMB  taps  38  new  international  missionaries 


Missionary 

News 


SALT  LAKE  CITY  (Special)  —  The 
Southern  Baptist  International  Mission 
Board  (IMB)  commissioned  38  new  mis¬ 
sionaries  June  10.  The  additions  raise  the 
total  of  career  IMB  missionaries  to  4,447. 

The  commissioning  came  as  part  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention's  annual 
focus  on  foreign  missions.  It  was  the  cul¬ 
mination  of  an  appointment  process  that 
included  a  vote  by  IMB  directors  in  April, 
according  to  Louis  Moore,  IMB's  associate 
vice  president  for  communications. 

Nmeteen  of  the  new  missionaries  will 
serve  in  Asia,  six  in  South  America,  11  in 
Africa,  and  two  in  north  Africa  and  the 
Middle  East.  Last  year.  Southern  Baptist 
work  overseas  resulted  in  283,000  baptisms 
and  2,451  new  churches,  reported  IMB 
President  Jerry  Rankin.  There  now  are 
more  than  41,000  churches  associated  with 
the  IMB's  work. 

"As  we  stand  only  570  days  before  the 
year  2000,  we  are  seeing  the  greatest 
opportunity  for  global  evangelization  since 
the  first  century,  Rankin  said.  The  spiritu¬ 
al  harvest  has  expanded  to  "places  once 
restricted,"  he  added,  noting  the  IMB's 
vision  is  to  lead  Southern  Baptists  to  "bring 
all  the  peoples  of  the  world  to  saving 
knowledge  of  Jesus  Christ." 

The  IMB  president  encouraged  pastors 


and  seminary  students  to  take 
short-term  mission  trips  and  for 
each  congregation  to  become  a 
"global  priority  church,"  pray¬ 
ing  that  people  throughout  tne 
world  will  turn  to  Christ.  "Our 
task  is  to  push  back  the  dark¬ 
ness,"  Rankin  said  during  a  pre¬ 
sentation  that  stressed  the  need 
of  Southern  Baptists  to  bring  the 
light  of  Jesus  Qirist  into  a  world 
of  spiritual  darkness. 

To  illustrate  the  darkness,  IMB 
Senior  Vice  President  Avery  Willis 
spoke  of  the  13  million  people  who 
live  in  Muslim-dominated  Tunisia. 
There  are  fewer  than  40  ch 
in  that  north  African  nation. 

David  Watson,  an  IMB  stra 
coordinator  in  India,  said  92 


lion  pe 

had  never  heard  the  gospel."  Blit 


the  light  of  Christ  is  shining  there, 
he  said,  with  1,000  new  churches 

started  there  since  1989.  ,  „  ,,,  _  _  _  _  ,w<t,  ,  ,  L,  , 

Another  story  from  the  mission  ON  THEIR  WAY  —  Kathy  Bush  (right)  speaks  at  the 
field  revealed  less  about  spiritual  June  1 0  commissioning  service  for  new  international  mis- 
darkness,  but  much  about  sionaries  while  husband  Karl,  a  Mississippi  native,  looks 
Christian  prayer  and  commitment,  on.  The  Bushes  were  among  38  people  comissioned  at 
Missionary  Wade  Watts,  who  had  the  service  during  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  annu- 
been  seriously  injured  in  an  auto  al  meeting  in  Salt  Lake  City  (Photo  by  Carl  M.  White) 

accident  more  than  two  years  ago  — - 

and  was  in  a  coma  for  12  months,  appeared  recognized  that  God  has  summoned  you." 
on  stage  in  a  wheelchair  with  his  wife,  Nancy.  As  "bondservants"  of  Christ,  the  mis- 

c- _ 1,: _ _ _  _ : _ • _ •  _  •  i  * 


field.  "I  know  I'm  in  God's  will." 

"We  truly  appreciate  your  prayers," 
Nancy  Watts  saia  to  the  messengers.  She 
said  the  couple  is  looking  forward  to  the 
day  when  they  can  again  serve  overseas. 

Each  of  the  38  new  missionaries  shared 
testimonies  of  how  God  has  led  them  to  the 
foreign  mission  field.  Most  of  them  told  of 
God  s  "call"  upon  their  lives  and  how  he 
used  parents,  pastors,  church  programs, 
and  short-term  mission  trips  to  reveal  that 
calling.  Regardless  of  their  assignment, 
Rankin  said  in  his  "charge"  to  the  new  mis¬ 
sionaries,  their  task  is  to  "push  back  the 
darkness"  and  allow  others  to  "see  the  light 
of  Jesus  Christ."  "You've  given  testimony 
of  being  called,"  he  continued.  "You  have 


recognized  that  God  has  summoned  you." 

As  "bondservants"  of  Christ,  the  mis¬ 
sionaries  have  said  they  are  willing  to  "be 
separated  from  family  and  friends"  and 
from  the  "amenities  of  America,"  Rankin 
said.  "May  you  go  in  faithfulness.. .and 
obedience." 


ISRAEL-J  ORDAN  *99 

Dec.  29, 1998  -  Jan.  9, 1999 

❖1 2  Day  Custom  Travel 
with  small  group 

❖Experience  Spiritual  Renewal, 
Archaeological  Discovery, 
Biblical  Understanding 


Contact  l 


Greene, 

ligion. 


(601)  925-3291  or  (601)  924-5403 


PLANNING  A  COMEBACK  —  Wade  Watts  (second  from  right)  and 
his  wife,  Nancy  (right),  give  their  testimony  during  the  report  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  International  Mission  Board  (IMB)  on 
)une  1 0  as  the  SBC  met  in  Salt  Lake  City's  Salt  Palace  Convention  Center. 
The  Watts  were  IMB  missionaries  in  Peru  until  an  automobile  accident 
two  years  ago  left  Wade  severely  disabled.  After  spending  a  year  in  a 
coma,  he  is  now  going  through  rehabilitation  and  can  speak  with  some 
difficulty.  He  hopes  to  be  walking  again  soon  so  that  he  and  his  family 
may  return  to  their  ministry  in  Peru.  With  the  Wattses  on  the  platform  are 
Avery  Willis  (left),  IMB  senior  vice  president  for  overseas  operations,  and 
Jerry  Rankin,  IMB  president.  (BP  pnoto  by  Bill  Bangham) 


CHURCH  BUSES!  CHURCH  (601)  948-3391.  SinceJ965.  Calvary  Baptist  church.  1121  Paul 

BUSES!  SUMMER  TIME  CHURCH  YOUTH  OUTINGS?  Paintball-  Bryant  Drive,  Tuscaloosa,  AL  (205) 
BUS  SALE!!  (1)  1997  Blue  Bird  EZ  games!  Other  functions!  Curry  Creek  758-0495. 

Loader  31  passenger  coach  WAS  Outdoors.  (601)  7 22-9000.  NEED  HELP,  ENCOURAGEMENT, 

$94,642,  Now  $84,500.  Great  for  CFI  —  PEWS,  NEW  &  used.  GUIDANCE:  Jesus  Is  the  Answer!  Web 
weekend  trips.  Can  send  pictures  Baptistries,  steeples,  &  stained  glass.  Address:  www2.ebicom.net/~mem1. 
and  information.  Also  1987  Blue  MS  &  ALA.  1  -800-830-0583.  FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  seeks  a 

Bird  All  American  48  passenger  VINEYARD  LABORERS  NEEDED!  Director  of  Preschool  and  Children 
$22,500,  1978  MCI  8  47  passen-  Come ,  plant  seeds  of  "love,  joy.  Ministries.  Send  resume  to  PO  Box 
ger  $26,500,  1992  Diamond  35  peace.,  .and  self-control"  and  59474,  Birmingham,  Alabama  35259. 
passenger  $26,500,  1994  Blue  watch  them  grow  in  children's  lives!  WANTED:  Al  Denson's  self-titled  CD. 
Bird  Q  Bus  45  passenger  Make  a  difference  with  your  life.  Also  Michelle  Wagner's  self-titled  CD. 
$94,000,  1 994  Goshen  28  pas-  Come  join  our  caring  professional  Call  924-0980. 
senger  $36,000,  1995  Goshen  28  team  Florida  Baptist  Children's  VACATION  DREAMT  CabirTfor  rent 


PASTOR:  Eastside  Baptist  Church, 
Pelahatchie,  MS.  Send  resume  to:  1 46 
Conger  Dr.,  Pelahatchie,  MS  391 45 
PART-TIME  YOUTH  MINISTER: 
University  Baptist  Church,  3200  West 
Arlington  Loop,  Hattiesburg,  MS 
39402.  Primary  responsibilities  are 
planning  and  implementing  youth 
activities  and  ministries.  Leadership  of 
the  youth  music  ministry  is  a  possibil¬ 
ity  but  not  requirement.  Interested 
women  or  men,  25  years  of  age  or 
older,  may  mail  a. letter  and  resume  to 

Personnel  Committee,  ■»  _ _ 

PART-TIME  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC 
NEEDED.  (Could  become  full-time) 
Send  resume  to:  2fld  Auenue  Baptist 
Chyrch,  ATTN:  lathes  Ivichols,  1301 


2nd  Avenue,  Lai 
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TO  THE  GLORY  OF  GOD 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


Unsigned  letters  will  not  be  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
will  be  used. 


Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special  instances, 
name  may  be  withheld  at  writer's 
request  and  editor's  discretion. 


Falwell,  church  members  enroll  as  '98  messengers 

SALT  LAKE  CITY  (Special) 


about  a  year  ago,"  Falwell  criticism  from  independent 
—  Jerry  Falwell  has  spoken  at  said,  adding  that  he  has  no  Baptists  for  the  decision  to  for- 
the  Southern  Baptist  intention  of  leaving  some  of  mally  join  the  SBC. 

Convention  (SBC)  Pastors'  the  other  independent  groups  Said  Falwell,  "We  are  still  in 

Conference,  preached  in  the  he  has  supported  through  tne  good  fellowship.  We  have  not 
pulpits  of  Southern  Baptist  years.  abandoned  the  Baptist  Bible 

churches,  and  put  Southern  "We  still  hold  membership  Fellowship,"  a  group  of  inde- 
Baptists  on  the  trustee  board  of  in  and  give  support  to  other  pendent  Baptist  churches, 
his  Liberty  University.  groups  that  we've  been  affiliat-  He  pointed  out  he  doesn't 

So  in  many  respects  his  reg-  ed  with  for  42  years,"  he  intend  to  take  an  SBC  leader- 
istering  last  week  for  the  first  stressed.  ship  role,  noting  his  responsi- 

time  ever  as  a  voting  messen-  Falwell  said  his  decision  to  bilities  for  Liberty  University, 
ger  to  the  1998  SBC  annual  join  the  SBC  follows  the  com-  the  "Old  Time  Gospel  Hour" 
meeting  was  simply  an  official  pletion  of  the  denomination's  broadcast  and  his  20,000-mem- 
move  to  confirm  me  trend  in  move  toward  a  more  conserva-  ber  church  occupy  his  time, 
which  he  has  been  moving  for  tive  stance.  "I  don't  have  any  plan  to  get 

several  years,  said  Falwell)  the  "All  six  of  the  seminaries  politically  involved,  just  spiri- 
pastor  of  Thomas  Road  Church  now  have  biblical  inerrantists  tually  involved,"  he  said.  "I 
in  Lynchburg,  Va.  as  presidents,"  he  said.  really,  at  age  64,  don't  have  the 

"I've  been  attending  the  *'A11  the  Southern  Baptist 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  agencies  now  are  headed  by 
for  many  years.  This  is  the  first  inerrantists,  and  the  thing  that 
time  we  nave  taken  messen-  many  of  us  thought  never 
gers  and  voted,"  Falwell  said  in  could  happen  —  mat  is  the 
an  interview.  "I  don't  know  return  of  tne  denomination  to 
why  we  decided  to  send  mes-  biblical  authority  —  has  hap- 
sengers  this  time  as  opposed  to  pened,"  he  pointed  out. 
earlier,  but  we  did."  Falwell  noted  that  other 

Falwell  and  seven  other  churches  also  have  joined  the 
members  of  Thomas  Road  convention  for  the  same  reason. 

Church  registered  as  messen-  "I'm  sure  others  will,"  he 
gers,  according  to  registration  added. 

secretary  Lee  Porter.  "There  is  now  no  reason 

The  church  reported  giving  why  we  shouldn't  be  a  part  of 
to  SBC  causes  last  year  through  it.  We  now  feel  the  liberty  to 
a  new  state  convention  formed  support  the  convention  and  to 
by  conservatives  in  Virginia.  participate/'Falwell  reported. 

"We  have  officially  joined  He  said  he  doesn't  expect 


Please  include  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  (Mississippi  Baptists'  letters 
will  receive  priority  when  space 
is  limited.) 


Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 


Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  persondt  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the  edi 
tor  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 


No  more  than  onq^JfUter  from  an 
individual  will  be  panted  during 
a  three-month  pefroil. 


WMU  DEBUTS  NEW  INTERNET  SITE  AT  SBC 
The  Southern  Baptist  Woman's  Missionary  Union  debuted  its 
latest  Internet  site  )une  8  in  its  exhibit  at  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  in  Salt  Lake  City.  The  new  site  is  www.WMU.com. 
For  questions  or  comments  about  the  WMU  web  site,  e-mail 
webmaster@wmu  org. 


When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 


MILLIONTH  SBC 
a.m.  on  Monday,  J 


Attention 
Single  Adults: 

Come  Go  With  Us 
On  A  Labor  Day 
Breakaway! 


ROOM  ADOTTIONS  -  NO  DOWN  PAYMENT  •  100%  FINANCING 

NEWWNOOWS  SUBSTANTIAL  SAVINGS  As  Low  As 
BATH •  DEN  tr  f\ 

kitchejb  fX$5Q 

CARPORTS  1488-373-0054  1  ^  |  p!r  TJo 

BAY  WINDOW  1 - 1  w  aS: 

ROOFING  SENIOR  CITIZENS  EXTRA  DISCOUNT 


SPECIAL  GUESTS: 

Keynote  Speaker  -  Danny  Wood 
Worship  Leaders  -  Avalon 
Christian  Comedians  -  Mike  Williams 
and  Mark  Lowry 
AND  MORE... 


Sandestin,  Florida 

Sept.  4  -  7, 1998 

Single  Point  Ministry 
Hattiesburg,  MS 


BAPTISTRIES 
WATER  HEATERS 
STEEPLES 
CROSSES 
Buy  Directly  from  kl 
Box  518  On 


Complete  Weekend:  -  $200  and  m 
Call  us  at  (601)  544-1794  ext  218 
for  more  information 


The  Baptist  Record 


sets  challenge  to  'Get  in  the  game' 


"There  were  more  than  NAMB  also  teamed  up  with 
100,000  volunteers  in  1997,"  he  First  Priority,  an  interdenom- 
added.  "And  right  now  we  are  inational  program  aimed  at 
1 5%  ahead  of  that."  junior  and  senior  high  students, 

NAMB  also  is  stepping  out  in  and  is  partnering  with 
new  directions,  Reccord  noted.  Southern  Baptist  seminaries  to 
TV  oommer-  offer  a  North  American  Church 
gold  medalist  Planting  course. 

Other  evangelist  thrusts 
planned  for  NAMB  include 
penetrating  15  major  cities  in  the 
United  States  with  the  gospel, 
witnessing  through  Internet 
sites,  and  sweeping  Atlanta  dur¬ 
ing  the  1999  Crossover. 

"One  year  ago  you  launched 
a  ship  and  that  ship  was  a  bat- 
ip,  not  a  cruise  ship," 
Reccora  said.  "The  mission  is 
the  course  is  set  and  the 
ship  is  strong." 


SALT  LAKE  CITY  (Special)  themselves  celebrating  success- 
—  Emotional  enthusiasm,  a  ful  missions  one  minute,  falling 
God-sized  vision,  and  an  to  their  knees  in  repentance  the 
emphasis  on  partnerships  were  next  minute  and  diving  for 
centerpieces  of  the  North  palm-sized  orange  basketballs 
American  Mission  Board's  as  they  left. 

ever  annual  Using  state-of-the  art  video 


(NAMB)  first 
report  to  Southern  Baptists. 


iuctions,  inspiring,  and  dais  with  Olympic 
uplifting  presentations  Mary  Lou  Retton  I 
horn  the  singing  Church-  program  aired  oi 
men  and  Church  women  of  affiliates  featur 
Oklahoma  and  the  Okla-  NASCAR  driver 
homa  Baptist  Symphony  using  media  techn< 
and  a  powerful  prayer  people  to  Christ,  R 
from  Blackaby,  Reccord  With  a  stronj 
vividly  depicted  missions  emphasis  from  Nj 
opportunities  in  North  the  SBC  agency  1 
[America.  forces  with  Chuck  Colson’s  tie  si 

"We  want  you  to  know  Prison  Fellowship  Ministry  to 
that  we  are  focused,"  produce  evangelistic  materials  sure, 
Reccord  said.  "We  are  tak-  for  prison  inmates. 

ing  the  gospel  to  every  per-  - 

son  in  partnership  with  you.  __  , 

We  see  a  day  when  RT-TQ  tO  Villi  1  ( 

every  person  will  have  the  KJ  x.  ■*/  wl-J-J-V. 

opportunity  to  hear  the  ~ 

gospel,  respond  with  faith  portfor  i  1?  d  i 
in  Christ  and  participate  LC1  LlCl  IX  L  AXClJ 
in  a  body  of  believers 


Bibliocipher 

By  Charles  Marx 
copyright  1998 


HUG  PHAAJR  WX  NHD 


Vessels'  video  magazine  to  be  shown  around  state 


NPHAA  DF  H  NZCU 


A  new  edition  of  the  television  version 
of  "Vessels  —  A  Video  Magazine"  will  be 
shown  on  a  number  of  ACTS  (Odyssey 
channels)  and  other  cable  television  sys¬ 
tems  around  the  state  July  5-12  and  at 
other  times. 

For  churches  in  the  state  with  access  to  a 
cable  channel  that  are  interested  in  broad¬ 
casting  "Vessels,"  the  Broadcast  Services 
Department  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  (MBCB)  will  provide  on 


a  loan  basis  a  3/4-inch,  S-VHS,  or  other 
format  videotape  for  broadcast. 

,  The  Broadcast  Services  Department 
would  also  appreciate  hearing  from  per¬ 
sons  who  view  "Vessels"  on  television. 
Call  Broadcast  Services  Department  at 
(601)  968-3800  in  Jackson  or  toll-free 
outside  Jackson  at  (800)  748-1651.  Write 
to  P.  O.  Box  530,  Jackson  MS  39205-0530. 

•  Those  churches  arid  “cable  stations 
scheduled  to  run  the  "Vessels"  tape  are: 


DFYRFFU  WF  HUG  XJK 


YPHY  XF  WHX  MUJR 


YPHY  Z  HW  YPF  AJLG 


FSFMZFA  YRFUYX:  YRFUYX 


Clue:  W  =  M 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  Isaiah  Twenty-Six  Two. 


Cable  Channel 


ACTS  of  Greenville 
First  Church,  Greenville 


Delta  Cablevision 
Channel  98 


First  Church,  Kosciusko 
Kosciusko 


Northland  Cable 
Channel  2 


ACTS  Broadcasting  of  Rankin 
First  Church,  Brandon 

First  Church,  Bruce 
Bruce  Cable 


Rankin  County  Cablevision 
Channel  35 


Cable  One 
Channel  2 


First  Church,  Grenada 
Grenada  Cable 


Cable  One 
Channel  13 


First  Church,  Yazoo  City 
Yazoo  City  Cable 


Cable  One 
Channel  10 


Baptist  Record 


Life  and  Work 


incompatible.  John  used 
the  term  "world"  to 
describe  that  which  is 
apart  from  God,  the 
devil's  domain  and  r~ 
tem.  Loving  the  world 
means  to  selfishly  desire 
to  participate  in  that 
ungodly  system. 


the  will  of  God  lives  forever.  Christ's  control  and  sei 
Therefore,  we  must  guard  ers  rather  than  being  s * 
against  allowing  desire  for  ing.  We  are  to  c 
what  the  world  offers  to  take  unselfishness  which  hel] 
sys-  priority  over  doing  God's  will 


Self-centeredness 

Phil.  2:19-24;  James  3:13-16;  1  John  2:15-17 

By  Kevin  Hand  We  too  easily  become 

focused  on  our¬ 
selves — our  ambi¬ 
tions,  needs,  desires, 
interests,  comfort, 

and  security.  We  can  concen-  They  will  be  short-lived.  An 
trate  more  on  having  others  example  of  the  temporalness  of 
serve  us  than  on  serving  people,  this  world  is  found  in  Luke  12:15- 
Our  self-absorption  can  cause  21.  In  this  passage  Jesus  told  a 
us  to  treat  others  as  objects  parable  about  a  self-centered 
rather  than  as  persons  of  worth  man,  a  rich  fool.  Why  was  the 
generosity,  to  be  valued  and  affirmed.  We  man  a  fool?  Because  he  thought 
-i  need  to  be  reminded  that  gen-  life  was  about  the  abundance  of 
s  uine  love  is  not  selfish  but  has  a  possessions  and  earthly  pleasure, 
genuine  interest  in  others'  wel-  He  boasted  about  what  he  had 
was:  fare.  Self-centeredness  is  a  hin-  and  what  he  would  do.  In  the 
your  drance  to  spiritual  growth;  self-  end,  the  rich  fool  had  nothing. 

giving  is  both  evidence  of  and  a  Jesus  asked  a  pointed  ques- 
means  to  spiritual  growth.  tion:  "What  good  is  it  for  a  man 


priority  over  doing  God's  will  about  a  lifestyle  marked  by 
and  loving  him.  good  deeds  done  in  humility. 

Results  of  self-centeredness  Example  of  unselfishness 
(Jas.  3:13-16).  Worldly  wisdom  (Phil.2:19-24).  John  Ruskin 
says  "look  out  for  yourself,"  observed  that  "when  a  man  is 
"get  instead  of  give ,  and  "do  wrapped  up  in  himself  he 
unto  others  before  they  do  it  to  makes  a  pretty  small  package." 
you."  James  describes  such  Paul  had  a  pretty  large  package 
wisdom  as  "earthly,  unspiritu-  to  send  to  the  Philippian 
al,  and  of  the  devil"  (v.15).  Christians.  He  was  sending 
Earthly  "wisdom"  generates  young  Timothy,  his  son  in  the 
envy  and  selfish  ambition  that  faith,  who  had  proved  himself 
result  in  disorder  and  evil  prac-  in  Christian  service.  Paul  told 
tices.  People  who  have  an  "I"  the  Philippians  that  Timothy 
problem  are  headed  for  "takes  a  genuine  interest  in 
heartache  and  trouble.  your  welfare"  (v.20,  NTV).  In 

James  says  wise  people  will  contrast  to  people  who  looked 
demonstrate  their  wisdom  in  out  for  their  own  interests, 
the  "good  life"  they  live.  The  Timothy  genuinely  was  inter¬ 
good  deeds  they  do  will  be  per-  ested  in  the  Philippian  believ- 
rormed  in  humility.  The  terms  ers'  welfare.  He  really  cared  for 
"humility"  (v.13,  NIV)  and  them.  Like  Timothy,  we  are  to 


ONE.  That's  what  psychologist 
David  Seabury  suggested  in  nis 
book  The  Art  or  Selfishness, 
1937.  The  unorthodox  thesis  of 
the  best-selling  book  was  that 
selfishness  is  good  and  self¬ 
lessness  is  bad.  Seabury  chal¬ 
lenged  biblical  teachings  such 
as  unselfishness,  generosity, 
and  adherence  to  the  "Golden 
Rule."  He  asserted  that  man' 
first  duty  was  to  himself.  His 
twisted  advice  to  readers 
obey  your  nature,  follow  } 
own  aesires,  please'yoursel 
Many  Christians  realize  that 
selfishness  is  not  an  art  to  be 
learned  but  a  sin  to  be  avoided. 
Yet,  we  struggle  with  the  ten¬ 
dency  to  become  self-centered. 


Hand 


Explore  the  Bible 

Being  a  Christian 
in  a  hostile  world 


1  Peter  2:13-25 


By  William  H.  Sims,  III _ 

Remember  your  first  job,  how 
excited  you  felt  to  hold  responsi¬ 
bility?  My  first  job  was  at  Revco 
Drug  Store,  Humboldt,  Tenn. 
Jerry  Davis  was  my  boss,  and 
how  thankful  I  felt  to  have  a 
Christian  leader.  Every  day  he 
allowed  his  witness  to  shine  and 
I  saw  godly  leadership  in  every 
adventure.  This  example  is  not 
true  for  every  believer.  Many 
find  rejection  and  persecution 
because  of  their  beliefs  in  Jesus 
Christ.  Our  lesson  deals  with 
believers  facing  persecution,  and 
how  their  faith  encouraged  their 
situation.  God  demands  his  peo¬ 
ple  to  follow  Christ-like  attitudes 


at  work  and  home. 


Sims 


Being  godly  citizens 
(2:13-17).  Peter  called  on  the  peo¬ 
ple  to  show  godly  character 
among  pagan  rulers.  The  New 
Testament  consistently  exhorts 
believers  to  obey  the  laws  of  their 
secular  government  This  volun¬ 
tary  submission  was  only  to  be 
accepted  as  long  as  there  was  no 
disobedience  to  the  will  of  God. 
Carefully,  read  Romans  13:1-7  to 
find  examples  of  this  teaching. 
The  term  "submit"  meant  to  rank 
oneself  under  someone.  The  term 
"ordinance  of  man"  literally 
meant  human  institution.  When 
citizens  witness  godly  people 
obeying  the  laws,  they  realize  we 
are  showing  reverence  toward 


God.  Keep  in  mind,  obe¬ 
dience  is  not  contrary  to 
God's  holy  word.  Peter 
warned  the  readers  not 
only  to  obey  the  law,  but 
respect  all  persons  as 
human  beings.  If  we  took 
this  section  to  heart,  truly 
the  world  would  know 
God  is  love. 

Being  godly  workers 
(2:18-20).  This  section  becomes 
more  personal  to  the  Christian 
community.  Any  disrespect 
shown  by  Christian  slaves  could 
have  brought  severe  repression 
from  the  government.  The  Greek 
word  for  "servants"  referred  to 
household  servants.  The  word 
translated  "masters"  denoted 
absolute  ownership  with  unre¬ 
stricted  power.  "Forward"  sug¬ 
gested  a  master  that  was  crooked 
or  unfair.  If  you  have  ever 
worked  in  the  real  world,  you 
know  not  all  opportunities  are 
godly.  Yet,  this  is  exactly  where 
tne  gospel  needs  to  be  pro¬ 
claimed.  God  knows  the  condi¬ 


tions  we  work  under,  and  he  has 
the  power  to  keep  us  strong. 
Daily  ask  God  to  uphold  you  in 
various  situations,  and  you  will 
feel  his  mercy  and  grace. 

Following  Christ's  example 
(2:21-25).  As  followers  of  the 
living  Lord,  we  have  an  exam¬ 
ple  to  point  the  way.  As  Jesus 
endured  undeserved  pain, 
God's  people  must  follow  his 
example.  Peter  referred  to 
Isaiah  53:12-13  to  show  Christ's 
suffering.  Then,  Peter  quoted 
Isaiah  53:9  to  stress  the  inno¬ 
cence  of  Christ.  These  passages 
offered  hope  to  those  suffering 
innocent  persecution.  Notice 
carefully  that  Jesus  refrained 
from  getting  even  with  his 
offenders.  Mercy,  what  a  lesson 
to  learn.  As  people  cast  insults 
at  Jesus  during  his  trial  and 
crucifixion,  he  remained  silent. 
When  we  react  in  love,  this 
demonstrates  total  trust  in  God. 
Peter  reminds  us  in  verse  25, 
Christ  is  the  guardian  of  our 
souls.  Jesus  is  our  good  shep¬ 


herd  who  watches  and  cares  for 
all  that  happens  to  us.  Reading 
Psalm  23  and  Isaiah  53:6 
reminds  us  that  God  knows 
every  care. 

How  encouraging  this 
sounded  to  those  sufferine 
extreme  persecution.  TL> 
greatest  strength  was  to  know 
and  feel  that  Christ  knew  them 
personally.  One  of  my  favorite 
text  is  1  Peter  5:7.  Whatever  we 
face  or  how  wrongfully  we  are 
treated,  God  will  hola  us  up. 
We  are  more  than  a  number, 
we  are  a  child  of  the  King,  and 
his  saving  power  will  extend 
victory. 

Join  me  in  this  prayer:  Teach 
me.  Lord,  to  thank  you  for  my 
trials.  For  those  thorns  in  life 
that  purify  as  they  pierce  and 
make  me  stronger,  for  the  tears 
that  blend  with  each  touch  of 
your  love  and  form  a  rainbow 
that  leads  me  closer  to  you. 
Jesus  cares  for  you. 

Sims  is  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Pontotoc. 


Family  Bible  Series 

Who  do  you  think  you  are? 

Job  38:1-7;  42:1-6, 10 
By  Nancie  E.  Simmons _ 


It  has  been  said  that  our  life  is 
the  best  witness  to  the  lost.  For 
some  of  us  this  is  a  scary 
thought.  Think  about  how  your 
ids  see  you.  Are  you  a  good 


frienc 


yourself  to  God? 

God’s  question:  rev¬ 
elation  (38:1-7).  When 
God  started  question-  Simmons 
ing  Job  to  test  his  wis¬ 
dom,  Job  knew  immediately  he 
had  done  wrong.  He  was  proba¬ 
bly  delirious  from  the  pain  of  his 


see  you.  Are  you  a  good 
witness  to  them?  Remember 
God  sees  everything  that  we  do  suffering  when  he  Was  talking 
regardless  if  it  is  done  in  broad 
daylight  or  in  secret.  God 


lent 

regarded  Job  as  blameless, 
upright,  fearful  of  him,  and  one 
that  shuns  evil.  Job’s  friends  told 
him  that  he  must  have  sinned, 
but  Job  kept  telling  them  that  he 
had  not.  If  they  had  only  looked 
at  Job’s  life  tney  would  have 
known  that  they  were  wrong. 

In  your  Christian  life  what 
would  God  say  your  character¬ 
istics  are?  Do  you  ever  compare 


with  God  as  if  they  were  equals. 
Job’s  wisdom  could  never  equal 
God’s.  I  do  not  know  how  I 
would  react  if  God  started  ques¬ 
tioning  me  the  way  he  ques¬ 
tioned  Job  about  die  Creation. 
Only  God  could  have  created 
this  wonderful  world  which  is 
full  of  amazing  things! 
Everything  is  tied  together  some¬ 
how  and  it  boggles  my  mind  to 
think  about  it.  VVe  really  know 
litde  about  why  things  happen  to 


us,  and  we  also  have  little 
control  over  them.  God 
will  reveal  his  plans  to  us 
in  his  own  time. 

Job’s  response:  real¬ 
ization  (42:1-6).  Have 
you  ever  pretended  to  be 
on  the  same  level  as 
someone  else?  As  a 
teenager  I  did  it  all  the 
time  with  my  parents.  I 
assumed  I  knew  every¬ 
thing  that  they  did.  For  instance 
when  they  were  teaching  me 
how  to  drive  a  car  I  told  them  I 
knew  how  to  drive  a  car.  I  had 
watched  them  many  times  and 
it  was  easy!  Also,  I  could  drive 
a  riding  lawnmower-what  was 
the  difference?  Well,  there  was  a 
big  difference!  I  felt  hugely 
inadequate  when  I  got  behind 
the  wheel  for  the  first  time!  It 
was  hard  to  keep  that  huge 
piece  of  machinery  between  tne 
ditches,  and  all  those  other  cars 
were  just  in  my  way!  I  had  to 
humble  myself  and  admit  that  I 
did  need  some  direction.  They 


did  know  more  about  driving 
than  I  did  which  was  also  true 
with  many  other  things. 

Driving  down  the  big  high¬ 
way  of  life  God  is  the  expert 
ana  I  am  the  novice. 

Finding  the  right  road  some¬ 
times  is  hard  for  me  to  do.  If  I 
have  consulted  God  who  is  my 
map  then  I  will  be  on  the  right 
road,  but  if  I  have  decided  to 
take  the  short  cut  chances  are  I 
will  end  up  being  lost.  When 
Job  realized  what  tie  had  done, 
I  am  sure  he  felt  very  lost.  He 
asked  God’s  forgiveness  imme= 
diately  which  put  him  back  on 
the  right  road. 

Goa’s  grace:  restoration 
(42:10).  When  we  have  sinned 
and  have  asked  forgiveness 
hopefully  there  has  be«i  a  les¬ 
son  learned.  Job  was  wrong  to 
put  himself  on  the  same  level  as 
God,  and  he  recognized  his  mis¬ 
take.  He  went  straight  to  God 
for  forgiveness  and  God  forgave 
him.  We  must  go  to  God  as  soon 
as  we  realize  our  sin  and  ask  his 


forgiveness.  If  we  avoid  repen¬ 
tance,  unconfessed  sin  will  get  in 
the  way  of  our  relationship  with 
God  causing  us  to  feel  isolated 
from  him.  We  have  to  move  our 
pride  out  of  the  way  and  admit 
we  are  wrong  no  matter  how 
hard  it  is  to  do.  After  Job  repent¬ 
ed,  God  blessed  him  with  more 
than  he  had  before  his  suffering. 
God  blesses  those  who  are  faith¬ 
ful  to  him  and  ask  forgiveness. 

The  chorus  "Awesome  God" 
is  one  of  my  favorites.  It  says 
"Our  God  is  an  awesome  God. 
He  reigns  from  Heaven  above 
with  wisdom,  power,  and  love. 
Our  God  is  an  awesome  God." 
Take  some  time  today  to  stop 
and  think  about  all  the  wonder¬ 
ful  things  that  God  has  created 
for  us  to  enjoy.  Surely  you  will 
see  that  he  is  an  "awesome  God" 
with  whom  we  could  never  be 
equal,  and  that  is  okay  with  me! 

Simmons  teaches  music  at 
harper  McCaughan  Elementary 
and  is  a  member  of  First  Church, 
Gulfport. 


Plans  set  for  next  phase  of  TLW  campaign 

SALT_  LAKE  CITY  (BP)— True  Love  tory  with  their  heads  held  high  and  a  Waits,  which  was  begun  by  Souther 

strong  commitment  to  moral  purity,"  Ross  Baptists  in  1993. 

— pledges  of  abstinence  For  more  information  call  l-800-LU\ 
ilden  Gate  Bridge  will  WAIT  or  send  an  e-mail  to  truelove 


Waits  (TLW)  will  enter  the  21st  century 
with  an  international  display  of  pledges  of  •  said.  "Their  signed 
sexual  abstinence  signed  by  youth  from  displayed  at  the  Gol 
countries  around  the  world,  according  to  be  a  beautiful  way  to  symbolize  their 

Richard  Ross,  TLW  spokesman  and  youth  movement _ 

ministry  coordinator  at  LifeWay  Christian  toward  the  new  ~ 

Resources  of  the  Southern  Baptist  millennium."  ■£, 

Convention  (formerly  Baptist  Sunday  From  San  Afl| 

School  Board).  Francisco,  cards  W® 

Southern  Baptists  learned  about  will  be  forward-  ■  i  ir 

"Crossing  Bridges  with  Purity,"  the  next  ed  to  a  point  Y  f 

phase  of  True  Love  Waits,  during  the  June  close  to  the  //V 

9-11  Southern  Baptist  Convention  annual  International  /  I  \  \ 

meeting  in  Salt  Lake  City.  Messengers  and  Date  Line  for  an  f  1  \  \ 

others  touring  the  exhibit  hall  received  international  dis-  \4\^  1 

buttons  featuring  the  Golden  Gate  Bridge  play  Dec.  29-31,  V  \  J 

and  promoting  plans  for  a  teen  crossing  of  1999.  5-2  \  \  / 

the  San  Francisco  landmark  in  1999.  The  Crossing 

The  collection  of  pledges  for  the  interna-  Bridges  with  V.  -5 

tional  display  will  begin  in  January  and  Purity  emphasis  ^v^xavSyV^ 
February  1999,  when  students  will  conduct  will  conclude  on 
local  campaigns  challenging  their  peers  to  Feb.  14,  2000,  / 

commit  to  sexual  abstinence  until  mar-  when  local  com-  'N.  ^ 

riage,  Ross  said.  On  Feb.  12,  schools,  munities  conduct  '1-4 

churches  and  local  youth  organizations  celebrations  of  ,  _ 

will  join  forces  to  create  a  display  at  a  focal  commitments  */// 

point  in  their  city  or  community.  Those  made  to  purity  Y/J  Y  \ 

cards  will  next  become  part  of  state  dis-  during  the  past  (  /  /  I 

plays  during  the  spring  and  summer  of  year.  \  /  /  1  ^ 

1999.  E  i  g_h  t  y  \l  /  Q  »  \  . 

Cards  from  state  displays  then  will  be  Christian  entities  y 

sent  to  San  Francisco  for  a  national  display  have  joined  \ 

at  the  Golden  Gate  Bridge  on  Oct.  2, 1999.  forces  as  cooper-  \  / 

"The  great  majority  of  True  Love  Waits  ating  ministries  \  / 

teenagers  are  moving  into  a  new  era  of  his-  in  True  Love 


'Jesus  Record'  to  make  debut  at  Cornerstone  Festival 


memorial  of  Rich  Mullins’  life 
perform  the  Mulfins  song  ”f  See  and  work.  More  importantly. 
You.”  we  hope  to  point  to  the  one 

In  addition  to  joining  the  whom  Rich  served,  Jesus,  and 
Ragamuffins  on  stage,  each  honor  Him  with  this  tour.” 
artist  participating  that  day.  Held  in  Bushnell,  Illinois, 

- —  — ?nce  None  The  the  annual  Cornerstone 

McVicker  and  Festival  is  one  of  the  largest 
k,  music,  arts,  and  issues  oriented 
&  festivals  in  America,  drawing  a 
ertorm  unique  and  diverse  audience  of 
25,000  from  around  the  U.S. 
and  the  world. 

The  music,  art,  and  extreme 
recreational  programs  are  as 
varied  as  the  audience  that 
attends.  Additional  informa¬ 
te  Ragamuffin  Band  tion  on  the  festival  may  be 

found  at  http: //cornerstone. 

'  ;.com. 

When  Rich  Mullins  died 
missed  "artist  will  have  their  tragically  on  September  19, 
opportunity  to  do  so.  1997,  he  left  behind  a  powerful 

’'This  will  be  a  one-time-  legacy  of  music  that  will  serve 
only  tour  to  honor  the  legacy  of  the  body  of  Christ  for  years  to 
Ricn  Mullins."  come. 

Speaking  for  The  Ragamuf-  Earlier  this  year  the  Gospel 
fin  Band,  noted  producer,  artist  Music  Association  (GMA)  hon- 
and  songwriter  Rick  Elias,  said,  ored  that  legacy  by  naming* 
"We  want  to  present  a  living  Mullins  Artist  of  the  Year. 


—  Restless  Heart  of  Rich  International  stage  that  da' 
lins,  Mullins,"  will  make  its  public 
11  as  debut  at  the  Cornerstone  Festi- 
nen-  val’s  Compassion  International 
The  stage  Friday,  July  3. 

Mullins’  band. 

The  Ragamuffin  includmj 
Band  (Rick  Elias,  Richer, 

Jimmy  Abegg,  The  Kid 
Mark  Robertson,  This  Train,  and  Grei 
and  Aaron  Smith), 

will  perform  songs  at  least  two  Rich  Mullins 
from  "The  Jesus  songs  during  their  respective 
Record,"  which  performances, 
releases  along  with  "In  an  idealistic  spirit  of 
the  film  on  Myrrh  inclusion  that  we  believe  Rich 
Records  June  30.  would  appreciate,"  said  Steve 
One  of  Brallier, 

Mullins’  favorite  manager,  "any  artist  who  wants 
singers  Ashley  to  participate  on  this  tour  and  jesusfreak. 
Cleveland,  who  is  help  pay  tribute  to  this  dearly 

featured  on  "The  !  *  -  ’  — 

Jesus  Record"  will 
join  The  Ragamuf¬ 
fin  Band  on  stage  at 
the  Cornerstone 
Festival  to  perform 
that  song. 

Christian  music 
pioneer  Randy 
Stonehill  will  like¬ 
wise  join  The 
Ragamuffin  Band 
to  perform  the 
song,  "Nothing  is 
Beyond  You,"  from 
"Tne  Jesus 

Record." 

Closing  the  con¬ 
cert  that  evening. 

The  Ragamuffin 
Band  will  again  be 
joined  by 

Cleveland, 

Stonehill,  and  all 
artists  appearing 
on  the  Compassion 


ling  up  at  Wade  Church 


Dear  Pen  Pal  Club, 

Hi.  My  name  is  Seth  Whaley. 
I  am  10  years  old  and  I  will  be  in 
fifth  grade  next  year.  It  will  be 


